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CAST: MAN, 20's

WOVAN, 20's

STOCK GQUY

STOCK GAL
Tl ME: 1920s, 1940s, 1960s, 1980s, present
PLACE: Big Cty Bakery, any city, Anerica
SCENE | - 1920

Good afternoon, Jim

H, Bette.

Vel | 2 (posi ng)

My hat

(pause)
silly.

Ch.

Noti ce anyt hi ng?

Li ghts up.

"I Don't Want to Set the Wrld On Fire"
by the Ink Spots plays.

STOCK GUY enters, carrying a sack of
flour. Exits to retrieve anot her sack.
STOCK GAL enters dressed as custoner.
She shops. STOCK GQUJY re-enters. A
friendly nod. Throughout the play,
STOCK GQUJY and STOCK GAL renmin on
stage, but do not speak.

MAN enters with a tray of bread. WOVAN

enters.

WOVAN

MAN

WOVAN



VWOVAN
| just bought it. | sawin the wi ndow at Madanme Dupree's and
fell inlove with the color. 1Isn't that a great orange?

Your favorite color. Well? Wat do you think? Does it |ook
good?

MAN
Looks |i ke a shiny apple.

VWOVAN
What ?

MAN
I nean. ..

VWOVAN
Did you say it |ooks |ike an appl e?

MAN
I nean |ike an apple that’s new and nice and...like a shiny
apple. Wen it's new and shiny.

VWOVAN
You think it's shiny?

MAN
No, no, | nean... | don't nean nothing bad by it. You know,
when apples are all new and such and that hat makes you | ook
new and nice and all and... well, it |ooks nice on your head
t here.

VWOVAN

(sweetly)

Thank you, Jim | think | understand what you mnean.

MAN
| don't nmean anything bad by it.

VWOVAN
I know.

MAN
So, what can | get you?

VWOVAN
Do you have any kaiser rolls?

MAN
Uh, huh.

VWOVAN

Can | have a dozen? Aunt WIlma and Uncle Pat are visiting
this evening for dinner and they | ove kai sers.
( MORE)
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Mot her doesn't care for them She only eats them when we
have conpany.

MAN
| snother nyself in sweet butter.
VWOVAN
Par don nme?
MAN
I nean, nyself, | snother themin sweet butter. Howl Iike
to eat kaisers. | don’t put sweet butter on ne, | nean.

Just on the kaiser. After it’s warm

MAN wr aps her order.

VWOVAN
Isn't it a glorious fall day? | love the fall. Cctober is ny
favorite nmonth. 1It's so colorful. Reds and gold. Yellow

and anmber. M, oh my. Seeing all those colors nakes ne feel
like I wal ked right out of a French painting.

MAN fi ni shes, hands her the w apped
| oaves. Pause. Then,
si nul t aneousl y. . .

MAN WOVAN

Orange on the How much do | owe
| eaves. you?

WOVAN
What ?

MAN
O ange.

WOVAN
Orange?

MAN
That' |l be thirty-five cents.

WOMAN hands him coins. MAN rings up
regi ster, hands her change.

VAN ((CONT. )
Fifteen makes fifty.

VWOVAN
Thank you, Jim (pause) It's such a lovely day, |I think I"l
take the scenic route hone through the park. Admre the
orange leaves. | love taking long wal ks. (pause) | wll see

you next week, alright?
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MAN
Uh, okay, sure.
VWOVAN
Bye, bye.
WOVAN exits, MAN waves. Lighting
change.
STOCK QUJY and STOCK GAL tabl eau. MAN
addresses them and t he audi ence.
MAN addr esses audi ence.
MAN
Sam Nation! | hate words! Look at just what happened! Your
hat | ooks |ike an apple! Sweet butter on ne! GCeez! | got
sone brain, huh? Every tine | see Bette, ny nouth don’t work
right, like ny tongue just got a nean right cross fromny

teeth. Baml One |look at her smle and the fight's over,
throw in the towel.

WOVAN enters. A full noon appears
t hrough t he w ndow.

MAN ( CONT' D)
Li ke one day, she's in here and she's tal king and she tells
me about that there's going to be full noon and how she | oves
wal king in the noonlight and everything and she says that
it's her favorite "cel esshal object.” What in the Sam Nation
is a celesshal object? But | don't say nothing because I
don't know nothing so | just nod ny head |like I know what
she's tal king about and then out of the blue she says:

VWOVAN
What is your favorite celestial object, Jinf
VAN
Sam Nation! | bake bread! So |I go nuts ‘cause |I'mthinking

she's just about the best |ooking gal in the whole world and
| see she's smling at ne and boy when she sniles, geez! So
| just stand there and ook at it and look at it and get | ost
init and then Iike out of nowhere, | says, | says:

(to WOVAN)
Your smile.

(to audi ence)
I know | don't got the goods up here, you know? But if | had
a gal like Bette... geez. Wrds wouldn't matter nuch. The
only thing I would need is a smle. That would say
everyt hi ng.

MAN exits. Lighting change.
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SCENE || - 1940

"Little Brown Jug" by denn MIler
pl ays.

STOCK GUY exits. STOCK GAL puts on a
shop apron, places a "Loose Lips, Sink
Shi ps" poster for display on the
counter. She grabs a broom and sweeps.
STOCK QUY re-enters in a WN'I sailor
uniform An acknow edgenent. He sits
at nearby table. STOCK GAL brings him
a cup of coffee.

MAN enters, wearing a shop apron over a
VNI army uniform carrying a basket of
br ead.

WOVAN enters, dressed in dirty blue
coveralls, hair in bandana, carrying a
[ unch pail.

MAN
(standing at attention,
mlitary-ish)

Attention!

VWOVAN
Doug?

MAN

(sal uting)

Yes, ma'am It's nme. What do you think?

VWOVAN
Www., Well, will you |look at you.

MAN
| wore the duds to show you. [I'ma regular GI. ANt it
sonet hi ng?

VWOVAN
"Il say. | heard you got back from basic yesterday. Wat

was it |ike playing soldier?

MAN
Oh, a regular picnic. Free food, free beer, Betty G able
pictures all night long. A picnic.

WOVAN
I"'msure with you there it was. How |l ong you back for?
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MAN
Ah, they gave us four days to paint the town red. Then they
ship us out to get our heads bl own off.

VWOVAN
Oh, now don't talk Iike that. You' re going to be fine.

MAN
Yeah? Been reading the papers lately? Hitler's pissing on
the Eiffel Tower.

WOVAN
Oh, no he is not.
MAN
It's in the papers! Nazi are pissing all over Paris. | tel

ya, Josie, it ain't gonna be a barrel of nonkeys when we
finally get over there.

VWOVAN
Oh, | know it sounds bad but | know nothing is going to
happen to you, Doug. |'m absolutely sure of it.
MAN
Absol utely sure, huh. Wat makes you think so?
VWOVAN
Because you have a very inportant job to do here. Renmenber?
MAN
Job?
VWOVAN

Yes, a very, very inportant job that only you can do.

MAN
What...? Ch yeah, ny job. Forgot about that. Well, that
changes everything now. Just a second.
(dials a phone)

WOVAN

What are you doi ng?

MAN
Just a second.
(i nto phone)
Yeah, Wiite House? G ve ne Roosevelt.

VOVAN
That is not the White House.
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MAN
Yeah, Roosevelt? It's nme, Doug. Yeah, right. | bake bread.
Look, about this war. | can't make it. See, there's this
girl 1 know, a real gem says |I'mthe only guy who can nake

her | augh. Yeah, she says it's my job. So | can't nake it
to the war. Sorry. Hey, give nmy best to Stalin and

Churchill. Bye.
(to wonan)
There. Al set boss.
WOVAN
Good. Now you got your priorities straight.
MAN
A laugh a day keeps the crap away, right?
WOVAN
Ri ght .
MAN
So, what can | get you?
WOVAN
Is that all of your white | oaves?
MAN
Yeah, Civil Defense cut back on the flour.
WOVAN
Gee. | guess I’ have one.
MAN

You got it, doll.
MAN wr aps bread in paper.

VOVAN
I nmust ook like a ness in these coveralls.

MAN
Nah, you always |look great. Don't matter what you're
wear i ng.

VWOVAN
So, do you know where you're goi ng?
MAN
Wherever the Nazis are shooting, | guess. I'minfantry. W
catch the bullets for everyone el se.
VWOVAN
Wl |, just renenber to duck, okay? You know how to duck?
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VAN

Sure | do. Quack, quack, quack
VWOVAN

That's right. Now prom se ne, you'll duck. Prom se?
VAN

| prom se, Modther Coose.
(hands her the w apped | oaf)
That’s thirty-two cents.

WOMAN hands hi m coi ns.

WOVAN
vell. ..

MAN
Yeah... well.

VWOVAN
I wish the war wasn't....

MAN
Hey now, 1'Il be back lickety-split. Wen | do, you and ne,
we'll paint the town red, green, all sorts of colors.

VWOVAN
It's a date. Take care of yourself, Doug.

MAN
You bet.

WOVAN exi ts.
Li ghti ng change.

STOCK @GUJY and STOCK GAL tabl eau. MAN
takes of f apron, crosses to STOCK GUY.

STOCK QUY gives hima cigarette, lights
it. MAN sits at his table, addressing
hi m and audi ence.

MAN t akes of f apron. STOCK GUY and MAN
ready their mlitary gear

MAN ( CONT' D)
Now Josie is what | call the real deal. The kind of gal you
marry and have babies with. One hundred percent, G ade A
whole ml k. Know what | nmean? Funny thing, Josie s not ny
usual type of gal. | go for the novie star |ook. Gable,
Turner, Hayworth. Trouble is, with a novie gal, when the
picture's over, it’s over. Know what | nean?

( MORE)
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| aint conplaining, just that with the war going on it nakes

you think, you know? Wat things are about and all. So when
| see Josie, | start thinking, love sure ain't what it used
to be.

MAN crosses to counter, takes down war
post er.

Gets out an Anerican Flag. Together
with the STOCK GQUY, they will fold it
in the tradition of the arnmed services.
When finished, they salute and the
STOCK MAN takes flag and exits.

MAN
See, before Josie, love was you said to get the action. And
I knew how to use it, fella, let ne tell you. Every Friday
and Saturday night and every night in between. But you got
to be careful. You handle |ove wong, boom The deep siXx.
You gotta handle it |ike a grenade, pull the pin and then
get rid of it fast. Like, when you hand her, her drink, you

say "here you go, baby, | love you." Then you clink gl asses
and dowmn it. |If she says sonething like, "do you nean it?"
you say "sure | do, baby, let's dance.” Follow? Use it and

lose it. But that was | ove before Josie. Before the war.

WOVAN enters, search lights through
Wi ndow.

VWOVAN
Wul d you like to cone to the USO dance, Friday night, Doug?

MAN
(to WOVAN)
Sorry, sweetheart. Can't nmake it.

WOVAN exits.

MAN

(to audi ence)
Nothing nore in the world 1'd like to dance with Josie al
night. Stroll on the boardwal k ‘til norning. The real deal
you know? But ny unit ships out Saturday. Mst of us ain't
com ng back. The last thing | want is Josie worrying about
my sorry ass in sonme trench. Ah, shoot. Just ny luck. |
finally get the real deal and they start a war.

MAN exits. Lighting change.
SCENE 111 - 1960

"Don't You WAnt Sonebody to Love" by
Jefferson Airplane plays.
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Wonder what happens next?

For a copy of the full script, email me at:

gerald@dover4l.com

Thanks!
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